The growing importance of home care for the mentally ill is well known to the readers of this magazine. The burdens imposed on the community, and even more on the families involved in this care, are less well known and rarely studied. However, one study has been made in Nottingham.* The results are now being analysed. Families were interviewed, the use of services recorded and changes plotted. It seemed an ideal opportunity also to fill in part of the background against which the services operate and within which the families live. In this article I want to discuss a key element of this background?the attitudes of the public to mental illness and the mental health services. The conclusions are only tentative and will have to be seen alongside all the other data which the survey will eventually present. 
